
PROMOTION RECOMMENDATION 

The University of Michigan 
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts 

Terri D. Conley, associate professor of psychology, with tenure, and associate professor of 
women's studies, without tenure, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, is recommended 
for promotion to professor of psychology, with tenure, and professor of women's studies, 
without tenure, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. 

Academic Degrees: 
Ph.D. 1999 

M.A. 1995 
B.A. 1993 

Professional Record: 
2013 -present 

2008 - 2013 

2004-2008 

2003 - 2004 

2000-2002 

University of California, Los Angeles 
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 

Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, and Department of 
Women's Studies, University of Michigan 
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, and Department of 
Women's Studies, University of Michigan 
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, and Department of 
Women's Studies, University of Missouri, St. Louis and Kansas City 
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, California State 
University, Northridge 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Social Science Research Council 

Summary of Evaluation: 
Teaching - Professor Conley is a dedicated instructor who has a strong track record in teaching 
large undergraduate lecture courses (average ratings: Ql: 4.2 and Q2: 4.65), upper level 
undergraduate courses (average ratings: Ql: 4.88 and Q2: 4.96), and graduate seminars (average 
ratings: Q 1: 4.25 and Q2: 4.75). She also has a very strong record of mentorship to 
undergraduate students (eight to nine students each semester and five honors theses) and 
graduate students (four dissertations and one master's thesis since promotion). Her graduate 
students have been very successful in terms of publications and in terms of placements (e.g., 
three tenure-track faculty appointees and one postdoctoral fellowship since promotion). All the 
student letters described Professor Conley as very supportive and helpful in fostering student 
development. 

Research -Professor Conley studies attitudes and outcomes associated with sexual behaviors, 

and she has demonstrated that many traditional beliefs about sexual behavior are not empirically 
grounded. She has shown that people in consensual, non-monogamous sexual relationships 
exhibit similar levels of satisfaction, commitment, and passionate love as people in monogamous 
relationships, that the traditional notion that casual sex is an adaptive sexual strategy for men but 
not for women is inconsistent with numerous empirical findings, and that people have harsher 
attitudes about the transmission of STDs compared with the transmission of diseases that are 
actually more harmful. Her research has had a demonstrable impact on her field and is also very 
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